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SAINT JOHN — Creative design by a local Sister of Charity of the Immaculate Conception is featured on the March cover of
Living with Christ (LWC) missalette for the first weeks of Lent.  Sister Irene Buechler created the symbol for Ash Wednesday
last year at St. Vincent Residence in Saint John. The photo was taken and submitted by Sister Roma De Robertis. Last fall,
LWC informed the Sisters the image was chosen for the March 2022 English-language edition published by Novalis. This
year Ash Wednesday falls on March 2.  (Image:  ©Novalis/Living with Christ/Bayard Presse Canada. Used with permission.)
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New FreemanThe
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — During his homily on
Sunday, February 20 at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John,, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of
Saint John, took some time to address the
demonstrations that have been taking place in
Ottawa surrounding vaccine mandates.

“I wonder how our society would look like
if we actually took seriously Jesus’ teachings
from the Gospel today, from his Sermon on
the Mount. ‘Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you, do to
others as you would have them do to you
(the Golden Rule). Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful, stop judging and you will
not be judged. Stop condemning and you will
not be condemned. Forgive and you will be
forgiven,” he said. “I’ve been pondering these
sayings in relation to what’s been happening
in our country lately, especially in Ottawa.”

Noting that he lived in that neighbourhood
of downtown Ottawa, and knows people who
still do, Bishop Riesbeck said, “often it helps
to hear from people on the ground and who
have a first-hand knowledge of what’s really
going on there. I have to say I’m really dis-
turbed by some of the things I’ve heard, and
images posted by private citizens — one in
particular that brought me to tears, seeing an
elderly woman being trampled by horses rid-
ing through a crowd. And I wonder if all of
this could have been prevented weeks ago
with a humble willingness on the part of both
sides to sit down and dialogue.”

Matt Marquart of Catholic Conscience
spoke recently to The BC Catholic [see story,
A Catholic debate on implementing the Emer-
gencies Act, page 6, this issue] and said the
current scenario has landed the country in a
complex situation. “Each of the players in this
drama — government, protesters, the
bystanding public, and voters — should be
asking themselves several questions,” he said.

Mr. Marquart stated that principles that
should govern behaviour include values of
truth, freedom, justice, and charitable love,
with charitable love being of the greatest im-
portance; principles of the dignity of human
life, the common good, subsidiarity, and soli-
darity; virtues of prudence, wisdom, and hu-
mility.

“The Emergencies Act declaration and its

In response to protests, Bishop Riesbeck
urges people to remember the Beatitudes

resulting regulations, and the protest itself,
obviously involve each of these values, prin-
ciples, and virtues,” Mr. Marquart told The
BC Catholic. “The question, then, is whether
the act has been invoked in a spirit of truth
and justice.”

Mr. Marquart wonders whether the pro-
tests could have been averted by “frank, re-
spectful, and open discussions, grounded in
truth and a sense of the common good, of
positions and proposals that fairly consider
the rights and well-being of all potentially af-
fected parties.”

This question is something Bishop Riesbeck
has been pondering as well.

“Why is it that in a free and democratic
society there seems to be little room to cri-
tique and to dialogue and to try to understand
other people’s points of views, while respect-
ing them and their views?” he asked.

“How is it that even in good Catholic fami-
lies, parents are not talking to their children
and vice versa because they don’t agree with
their vaccination views? So much anger, di-
vision, and fear. Is this really God’s will for
the Body of Christ?” he asked.

Reminding everyone that “we are called to
be other Christs,” the Bishop encouraged peo-
ple to resist the temptation to division and
hatred and remember Jesus’ message of love.

“This pandemic has caused so much dam-
age to relationships even within the Church
— the evil one is having a field day, but it’s
not God’s will,” he said. “I encourage us all
to meditate carefully on the Gospel passage
today. There’s much repentance and forgive-
ness and blessing that needs to happen to bring
about healing and reconciliation even in our
families. Will we have the courage and the
humility to do so?”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Le Fonds de réconciliation avec les Autochtones
Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,

Suite à ma lettre du 2 février, 2022, qui fournissait des
renseignements de la CECC [Conférence des évêques catholiques du
Canada] pour nous aider avec nos efforts diocésains pour contribuer
à la campagne nationale de 30 millions de dollars sur cinq ans pour
soutenir les initiatives de guérison et de réconciliation, j’aimerais
apporter des précisions supplémentaires sur le processus de demandes
de subvention.

Lors d’une réunion récente des évêques de l’Atlantique, il a été
décidé que chaque diocèse serait responsable pour la création d’un
comité de projet local/diocésain. Ce comité serait chargé de réviser et
discerner les demandes de subvention pour
soutenir des projets et initiatives locaux en
fonction des priorités suivantes, qui reflètent
également les appels à l’action de la Commis-
sion de vérité et réconciliation et les initiatives
de collecte de fonds souhaitées :

• la guérison et la réconciliation des
communautés et des familles;

• la revitalisation de la culture et de la langue;
• l’éducation et le développement

communautaire;
• le renforcement du dialogue pour

promouvoir la spiritualité et la culture
autochtones.

À la suite de consultations avec des
dirigeants autochtones locaux, nous estimons
qu’il serait beaucoup plus efficace d’avoir un
comité de projet diocésain qui révisera et
discernera localement les demandes de projets
plutôt qu’un comité régional/atlantique, non
seulement pour nouer des relations étroites et
sincères avec nos communautés autochtones
locales, mais aussi pour s’assurer que les
besoins locaux soient soutenus. Idéalement,
le Comité diocésain de projet comprendrait des représentants des sept
communautés autochtones de notre diocèse et peut-être quelques autres
laïcs. Ces personnes travailleront ensemble pour identifier des projets
qui contribueront à la guérison et à la réconciliation.

J’aimerais réitérer que tous les fonds recueillis par l’entremise de
nos paroisses ou de notre diocèse seront utilisés à des fins locales
pour aider nos communautés autochtones.

J’espère que ces détails supplémentaires vous aideront à vous
préparer pour notre première collecte spéciale qui aura lieu le 26-27
février. De plus amples détails de la CECC concernant le Fonds de
réconciliation avec les Autochtones pour soutenir des projets à travers
le Canada peuvent être trouvées sur le lien suivant : https://
www.cccb.ca/fr/media-release/les-eveques-du-canada-annoncent-la-
creation-du-fonds-de-reconciliation-avec-les-autochtones-afin-de-
financer-des-projets-a-travers-le-canada/. Je vous invite également à
consulter la section “Indigenous Relations” (disponible en anglais
seulement) sur notre site Web diocésain, qui contient d’autres
ressources à des fins éducatives (https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/in-
digenous-relations).

Afin d’aider les paroisses à répondre aux questions concernant la
campagne nationale, ainsi que le rôle de l’ancienne Corporation des
organismes catholiques signataires de l’entente sur les pensionnats
indiens (COCSEPI), je vous invite à consulter le document de

(continué à page 8)

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Further to my letter of February 2, 2022, which provided informa-
tion from the CCCB [Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops] to
assist us with our diocesan efforts contributing towards the CCCB’s
five-year $30-million National Campaign to support Indigenous heal-
ing and reconciliation initiatives, I would like to provide additional
clarification about the grant application process.
At a recent meeting of the Atlantic bishops, it was determined that
each diocese would be responsible for establishing a local/Diocesan
Project Committee. This committee would be responsible for review-
ing and discerning grant applications to support local projects and

initiatives according to the following
priorities, which also reflect the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s calls
to action and desired funding initiatives:

• Healing and reconciliation for
communities and families;

• Culture and language revitaliza-
tion;

• Education and community build-
ing; and

• Dialogues for promoting Indig-
enous Spirituality and culture.

Following consultations with lo-
cal Indigenous leaders, it was felt that
having a Diocesan Project Committee
reviewing and discerning local project
applications rather than a regional/At-
lantic Committee would be much more
effective, not only to strengthen sin-
cere relationships with our local Indig-
enous communities but also to ensure
that local needs are supported. The
Diocesan Project Committee would
ideally include representatives of the

seven Indigenous communities in our diocese and possibly a few
additional lay people, who will work together to identify projects that
will contribute to ongoing healing and reconciliation.

I would like to reiterate that whatever funds are collected through
our parishes or diocese will be used for local purposes to assist our
Indigenous communities.

I hope these further details will help you as you prepare for our first
planned special collection on the weekend of February 26-27. Addi-
tional information from the CCCB regarding the Indigenous Recon-
ciliation Fund to support projects across Canada can be found at the
following link: https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/canadas-bishops-
announce-indigenous-reconciliation-fund-to-support-projects-across-
canada/. I also invite you to consult the Indigenous Relations tab on
our diocesan website, which contains further resources for educa-
tional purposes (https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/indigenous-relations).

To assist parishes in responding to questions regarding the national
fundraising campaign, as well as the role of the former Catholic Enti-
ties Party to the Indian Residential School Settlement, I invite you to
consult the attached Questions and Answers document prepared by
the CCCB.  Additional information on the previous campaign by the
CCEPIRSS can be found at the following link:  https://www.cccb.ca/
indigenous-peoples/indian-residential-schools-and-trc/canadas-bish-
ops-provide-update-on-indian-residential-school-settlement-agreement/

(continued on page 8)

Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John/Évêque de Saint John
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Holiness
— living the blessings we receive

Sometimes we struggle with what it means to be holy. It often
appears to be something “other worldly” or at least removed from the
world in which we ordinarily live. Over the course of history, holi-
ness seemed to be confused with distancing ourselves from our eve-
ryday life. In some cases, the world around us has been perceived as
a threat or an “enemy” to holiness. This poses some problems for us.
How can we live our lives in a way that is holy while finding ourselves
in the world of our experience?

Our Christian faith is incarnational. Central to who we are is Jesus
the Christ, the sign and sacrament of God’s love for all humanity and
indeed for our created world. Holiness is not about denying our hu-
manity or the wonder of creation. It is about honouring, respecting
and valuing the whole of creation as a blessing, a beatitude of God’s
presence among us.

Luke’s Gospel presents us with the disciples’ call to recognize the
blessedness around us, even in the midst of hardships and challenges
— poverty, hunger, sorrow and rejection (Lk.6:20-22). He then goes
on to describe how disciples can bring out and express this holiness,
acknowledging the blessing of God’s love alive in the times and places
of our lives (Lk.6:27-38). Living as blessings for one another makes
faith in Jesus the Christ come alive. Doing so, we sow the seeds of
the reign of God around us and with it, hope of peace and justice,
compassion and healing, love and respect.

Pope Francis captured some of this in his Apostolic Exhortation On
the Call to Holiness in Today’s World (19 March 2018). He offered a
wonderful description of the holiness for which we strive as disci-
ples: I like to contemplate the holiness present in the patience of
God’s people: in those parents who raise their children with immense
love, in those men and women who work hard to support their fami-
lies, in the sick, in elderly religious who never lose their smile….  Very
often it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, those who,
living in our midst, reflect God’s presence. We might call them “the
middle class of holiness”. (7)

In his exhortation, Francis echoed
the “universal call to holiness” pre-
sented by the Second Vatican Council
in 1964.  Holiness in the midst of our lives offers the power of trans-
forming the activities and events of everyday life into holy moments
(Vatican II, The Constitution on the Church 40). Both the Gospels of
Luke and Matthew speak in terms of blessings which make a differ-
ence in life.  Such blessings are placed at the center of Jesus’ call to
his disciples (Luke ch.6; Matthew ch.5).

We are all about holiness, but not piety or removal from the joy and
challenges of ordinary life. Rather we recognize and live our holiness
in the very events and times of everyday. We see it in the wonder of
all creation. We celebrate it in our relationships with one another. We
marvel at it in the simple witness of a child’s smile, in the loving hug
of a mother, in the caring compassion of a father. We experience it in
the bond that unites a community and in the openness that welcomes
the stranger.

Beatitudes or blessing surround us. Our holiness is the expression
of the blessing we hold within and that we share with others. In this
we are the face of God’s love and the expression of the indwelling
Spirit to our world.

What are some blessings I am seeing in my life today?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Bill aims to incentivize charitable giving
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — MP Marty Morantz is looking to secure additional
funding for Canadian charities financially battered by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Conservative Member of Parliament introduced his private mem-
ber’s bill, the Supporting Canadian Charities Act (C-240), in the House
of Commons on February 7. In it he recommends amendments to
paragraph 38 of the 1985 Income Tax Act, which concerns a taxpay-
er’s capital gains and allowable capital loss.

Mr. Morantz explained to The Catholic Register how expanding the
parameters for capital gains tax exemptions will potentially generate
an additional $200 million a year for the charitable sector.

“This type of change in the law will highly incentivize charitable
giving at a time when charities most need it,” said Mr. Morantz, not-
ing the hit charities have taken over almost two years of the pan-
demic.

“For years, it has been legal for Canadians to donate publicly traded
shares. If you own equities on the stock market — say you own a
bank stock — you can donate these stocks to a charity, and you’ll get

an exemption from any capital
gains tax that might have otherwise
gotten triggered upon sale of those
shares. What my bill basically does
is expand that commitment to the
sale proceeds of private shares and
real estate shares, as long as those
sales are arm’s length for fair mar-
ket value.”

Considering Mr. Morantz’s ex-
tensive background as a philanthro-
pist before he was first elected to
parliament in 2019, shepherding the
Supporting Canadian Charities Act was perhaps inevitable.

Over the years, Mr. Morantz served as a board member for Shalom
Residences Assisted Living, the Refit Centre Foundation, Community
Respite Services, Manitoba Families for Effective Autism Treatment
(MFEAT) and the Jewish National Fund. He and his wife Lisa also
established the Nathan Morantz Respite Care Fund — in honour of
their late son Nathan, who passed away in 2016 at age 16 — to

(continued on page 5)

Marty Morantz
(Winnipeg Free Press)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The perfect ritual
Sometimes it takes an outsider to help you to see the beauty and

depth of something you have never fully appreciated. I suspect this
true for many of us, myself no exception, regarding the celebration
of the Eucharist in our churches.

David P. Gushee, an Evangelical, recently published a book entitled
After Evangelicalism, within which he describes his decades-long
struggle to make peace with some issues inside his own church. He
has remained in his church, though now on Sundays he also goes
(with his wife who is a Roman Catholic) to a Catholic Mass. Here’s
his description of what he sees there.

“I view design of the Catholic Mass as something like a polished
gem, refined over time to a state of great beauty – if you know what
you are looking at. … The movement of the Mass manages to ac-
complish so much in something like an hour – a processional, with
the cross held high; greetings in the name of the triune God; early
confession of sin, brief but compelling; an Old Testament reading
read by a lay person; a sung psalm; an Epistle reading by a layperson;
the Gospel reading by the priest, and the ceremony around it; a brief
homily; the centering movement provided by the creed and the prayers
of the people. An offertory and music. Then right to the Table – the
people offer gifts that are then offered to God and come back to the
people as Christ’s body and blood; the kneeling in humility; the Lord’s
Prayer as an important part of the Eucharistic rite; the precious chance
to pass the peace with neighbors just before the supper; more kneel-
ing; the chance to watch the people come up for Communion and
pray for them, or instead be quiet with God; the final Trinitarian blessing
and recessional.”

What an insightful description of the ritual by which we celebrate
the Eucharist! Sometimes when we’re inside something, we don’t
see it as clearly as does someone from the outside.

Let me add two other descriptions that highlight the Eucharistic
ritual in a way that we often don’t think about or meet in our usual
theology and catechesis on this.

The first, like Gushee’s, also comes from a non-Catholic. A Meth-

odist layman shares this: “I’m not a Ro-
man Catholic, but sometimes I go to a
Roman Catholic Mass just to take in the
ritual. I’m not sure if they know exactly
what they’re doing, but they’re doing something very powerful. Take
their daily Mass, for example. Unlike their Sunday Mass, they do
daily Mass more simply, with the ritual stripped down to its skeleton.
What you see then, in essence, is something akin to an Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting.” Why does he make that connection?

Here are his words. “People who go to daily Mass don’t go there to
experience anything novel or exciting. It’s always the same, and that’s
the point. Like people going to an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting,
they’re going there to receive the support they need to stay steady in
their lives, and the steadiness comes through the ritual. Underneath
the surface, each person is saying, “My name is ___   and my life is
fragile. I know that if I don’t come to this ritual regularly my life will
begin to unravel. I need this ritual to stay alive.” The ritual of the
Eucharist functions too as a “12-Step” meeting.

Another perspective comes from Ronald Knox, a British theolo-
gian. He submits that we have never truly been faithful to Jesus.
When we’re honest, we have to admit that we don’t love our en-
emies, don’t turn the other cheek, don’t bless those who curse us,
don’t forgive those who kill our loved ones, don’t reach out enough
to the poor, and don’t extend our compassion out equally to the bad
as well as to the good. Rather, we cherry-pick the teachings of Jesus.
But, says Knox, we have been faithful in one great way, through the
ritual of the Eucharist. Jesus asked us to keep celebrating that ritual
until he returns and, 2000 years later, we are still celebrating it. The
ritual of the Eucharist is our one great act of fidelity, and the good
news is that this ritual will ultimately be enough.

Jesus left us two things: his Word and the Eucharist. Various churches
have taken different approaches as to which of these to give priory.
Some churches, like Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, and Anglicans
have prioritized the Eucharist as the foundation on which they build
and maintain community. Other churches, most Protestant and Evan-
gelical communities, have reversed this and prioritized the Word as
the foundation on which they build and maintain community. How do
the Word and the Eucharist play out together?

On the Road to Emmaus when the disciples of Jesus fail to recog-
nize him even as they are walking with him, Jesus stirs their hearts
with the Word, enough so that they beg him to stay with them. Then
he sits down with them for Eucharist, and the ritual does the rest.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
support respite services and autism research.

“This bill is in my DNA,” he said.
Bill C-240 is the second iteration of the Supporting Canadian Chari-

ties Act. Mr. Morantz first introduced a private member’s proposal in
November 2020. However, parliament dissolved before it went to a
second reading.

As of February 14, Mr. Morantz’s bill is seventh in the order of
preference for a second reading in the House of Commons. Upon
completion of this step, the act will likely be referred to the Stand-

ing Committee on Finance.
Mr. Morantz said he “has broad caucus support” within his party.

He cannot forecast if this legislation has the necessary bipartisan
strength.

“I just don’t know yet. I am reaching out to finance officials in the
government, and the Bloc (Quebecois) and the NDP members of
parliament who have these (financial) portfolios to try and gauge their
support.”

Fortunately for Mr. Morantz, a cadre of non-profits have endorsed
Bill C-240, including Diabetes Canada, the Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion of Canada, Special Olympics Canada and the Canadian Centre
for Christian Charities. §

Incentivize charitable giving
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By PAUL SCHRATZ
The B.C. Catholic

From the start the pandemic has had a way of dividing people, and
things are no different as parliamentary debate takes place in Ottawa
over the prime minister’s invoking the Emergencies Act.

As with every other issue in the past two years, Catholic observers
looking at the developing situation see competing issues and struggle
to weigh the arguments pro and con from various perspectives. In
the case of the Emergencies Act, legal and social justice arguments
are now in play.

Matt Marquardt of Catholic Conscience says the current scenario
has landed the country in a complex situation. “Once again we find
ourselves at the intersection of much of Catholic social teaching.”

In the first place, a declaration of emergency is intended to be an
extraordinary measure that balances individual and community rights
and expectations. “Each of the players in this drama — government,
protesters, the bystanding public, and voters — should be asking
themselves several questions,” Mr. Marquardt said.

One question is whether the trucker blockades and associated pro-
tests constitute a public order emergency, defined under the act as a
situation that “arises from threats to the security of Canada and that is
so serious as to be a national emergency.”

Mr. Marquardt said the act describes threats to the security of Canada
as acts like espionage or sabotage, serious violence, or attempts to
overthrow the government.

“The act also specifies that the emergency must seriously endanger
the lives, health, or safety of Canadians” and be so serious that no
authority or law in the country is able to deal with it.

Although the prime minister has justified his actions by citing the
blockades, their impact on the economy, trading relationships, and

A Catholic debate on implementing the Emergencies Act
supply chain, as well as potential violence, “to date, the government
has provided no specifics concerning the locations or nature of those
threats,” said Mr. Marquardt.

Some principles of Catholic social doctrine should come into play
to help people discern their actions, “whether as governments, pri-
vate gatherings or associations, or individuals,” he said.

Principles that should govern our behaviour are: values of truth,
freedom, justice, and charitable love, with charitable love being of the
greatest importance; principles of the dignity of human life, the com-
mon good, subsidiarity, and solidarity; virtues of prudence, wisdom,
and humility.

The Emergencies Act declaration and its resulting regulations, and
the protest itself, obviously involve each of these values, principles,
and virtues, he said. The question, then, is whether the act has been
invoked in a spirit of truth and justice.

To answer the question, Catholics can consider a number of ele-
ments, such as whether the declaration is necessary. “Both the act
and Catholic social teaching stress the need to avoid violence and
injury” and also emphasize the “desirability of permitting peaceful and
respectful protests and other expressions of dissent, as a part of demo-
cratic participation,” said Mr. Marquardt.

That means asking whether the protests have resulted in significant
amounts of violence or unjustifiable inconvenience to the Canadian
public, he said.

Another question is whether there is “a clear consensus among
those affected by the protests that an emergency exists, or that any
specific form of response is warranted.”

He said Catholics are called to bear in mind the principle of
solidarity, “namely that what affects others affects me as well.”

“Have the protesters acted in a spirit of solidarity? Have those
(continued on page 7)

A First Freedoms Foundation debate over implementation of the federal Emergencies Act involves issues “at the intersection of
much of Catholic social teaching.”  (The B.C. Catholic screen shot photo)
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(continued from page 6)
affected by the protests acknowledged an appropriate sense of soli-
darity? Has the government responded in a sense of solidarity, or has
it acted in a divisive manner?”

Another pertinent question is whether the protests could have been
averted by “frank, respectful, and open discussions, grounded in truth and
a sense of the common good, of positions and proposals that fairly con-
sider the rights and well-being of all potentially affected parties.”

Mr. Marquardt also raises the question of who should enforce any
action taken. “Both the act and Catholic social teaching stress the
importance of allowing provinces, municipalities, and even individu-
als to determine whether action is necessary, and to take appropriate
steps, before invoking the federal government.”

He pointed out that at least in some cases, authorities were able to
warn protesters of imminent removal and arrest, and successfully
persuaded a majority of protesters to leave peacefully.

If actions are taken, he asks, “how can they be taken appropriately,
in a spirit of wisdom, humility, and prudence?”

Catholic lawyer Phil Horgan appreciates the reasons for bringing in
the Emergencies Act. “I fully understand the level of frustration that
may exist in Ottawa and in other places” as civil authorities deal with
protests that clog streets and roads and inconvenience neighbours,”
he said.

But Mr. Horgan has visited Ottawa twice during the protest and
found “the protesters are entirely peaceful and upbeat. They offer
free food, and good cheer, in bone chilling weather. There is a daily
hymn and prayer session at 11 each morning.”

He’s troubled by the fact that, rather than meet with the truckers’
leadership, “the government has chosen to call them names, and ap-
pears willing to make mass arrests.”

Mr. Horgan’s chief objection to the enactment of the Emergencies
Act is “it is not justified on the available evidence.” The government’s
allegations involving a gun seizure in Coutts, Alta., and the potential

for violence do not, he said, justify a national emergency, “which
under the terms of the law requires more than that as a precondition.”

He noted two injunctions against the truckers were successfully
implemented without serious trouble, while a third was only issued
Tuesday — hardly the basis for deciding there is no other way to deal
with the protest.

As for the massive powers being given to banks to assess the “sus-
piciousness” of financial transactions and seize finances without court
order or liability, “all of these propositions are draconian, in my view.”

There are many troubling aspects to the order, he said, from what
happens to the children of the protesters should police move in, to the
hacking of convoy financial donors and the publicizing of their pri-
vate information on social media.

Where that leaves Canada in addressing human rights abuses in
other countries is also now in question, as is whether Canada has
“lost moral authority on the world stage,” he said. “We can do better.”

Mr. Horgan took part in a two-hour discussion about the govern-
ment’s action this week as part of the First Freedoms Foundation, a
not-for-profit organization for advancing freedom for all Canadians
through public advocacy and litigation.

Also taking part were Iain Benson, a Catholic legal scholar and
lawyer from B.C. now living in Australia. Mr. Benson noted “the very
long tradition of civil disobedience that we honour when it’s in rela-
tion, for instance, to the rise of the civil rights movement in the United
States,” apartheid in South Africa, or the Vietnam War.

“There’s a cost to civil disobedience, but the ability for it to happen
is the hallmark of a free society.”

Civil disobedience also usually happens when normal democratic
and communication channels have broken down, Mr. Benson said.

“The elites have never liked (civil disobedience),” he said, and it
usually results in authoritarian bullying, whether it’s apartheid in South
Africa or “the priest in front of the abortion clinic.”

There are established ways of addressing rights and freedoms, he
said, but sometimes the judici-
ary or politicians won’t listen.

“What we’re seeing in
Canada and in other countries
is a delineation of what is the
perceptible framework for civil
disobedience, and it’s no sur-
prise that the elite media is try-
ing to tilt Canadian opinion, as
they always do, in favour of big
business and the perspective of
globalism.”

Canada is going to need leg-
islative reform to prevent a re-
currence of what’s now hap-
pening, Mr. Benson said. “There
shouldn’t be an allowed emer-
gency declaration unless there’s
an evidentiary base for it. They
have the onus to provide that
up front with the declaration.”

The First Freedoms Foun-
dation presentation can be
viewed at facebook.com/
firstfreedomscanada. §

A Catholic debate on implementing the Emergencies Act
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On February 20th,
Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Dio-
cese of Saint John, took some time to ad-
dress the diocese’s upcoming special collec-
tion for the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund,
and to provide details on how grants from
this fund will be distributed. (See letter from
Bishop Rioesbeck, page 3, this issue.)

“A $30 million national fundraising campaign
was announced by the CCCB Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops shortly thereaf-
ter and we, as a Diocese, launched our finan-
cial appeal to contribute towards this 5-year
national campaign on December 12, the Na-
tional Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indig-
enous Peoples, and on the Feast day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, who holds great signifi-
cance to Indigenous Peoples, and whom I
really sense will be a crucial protagonist and
intercessor in the important work of healing
and reconciliation,” he said. “Back in
December we announced that we were ac-
cepting donations to the fund via our website
but that we would also be taking an annual
collection on the last Sunday of January. Due
to another Covid-related lockdown we post-
poned this special collection to next week-
end. All of the funds collected through our
parishes or diocese will be used for local pur-
poses to assist our Indigenous communities.”

Bishop Riesbeck stressed that “all of the
funds collected through our parishes or dio-
cese will be used for local purposes to assist
our Indigenous communities,” and said that
“in the next few months we will be establish-
ing a Diocesan Project Committee, comprised
ideally of representatives from each of our 7
indigenous communities and possibly a few
additional lay people who will work together
to review and discern grant applications to
support local projects and initiatives accord-
ing to the following priorities, which also re-
flect the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion’s calls to action and desired funding ini-
tiatives:

• Healing and reconciliation for communi-
ties and families;

• Culture and language revitalization;
• Education and community building;
• Dialogues for promoting Indigenous spir-

ituality and culture”
He reminded the faithful that giving, “is not

simply about contributing monies and check-
ing it off our list so we can feel good about

First annual special collections
for Indigenous Reconciliation Fund to take place this weekend

ourselves. It’s about seeing our brothers and
sisters in their suffering and need and offer-
ing concrete help and support that will build
them up as a people and help to heal deep
wounds and divisions.”

Recognizing that there is no single step that
can eliminate the pain and suffering felt by
residential school survivors and their fami-
lies, Bishop Riesbeck said that “by listening,
seeking relationships, and working collabo-
ratively, we hope to learn how to walk to-
gether on the long road to healing and recon-
ciliation.”

Bishop Riesbeck said, “in my travels
throughout the diocese these past two years
and especially in my visits to our Indigenous
communities I have personally heard the sto-
ries of residential school survivors and those
of family members who are still suffering
from inter-generational trauma. I participated

in a talking or listening circle in Fredericton
with indigenous leaders and other diocesan
faithful. These were very moving experiences
which have helped me to have a better grasp
of the issues. I’ve also been incredibly edified
by the deep faith of our indigenous brothers
and sisters, many of whom have witnessed
to me personally about the healing power of
forgiveness.”

Drawing on this experience he said, “many
of our indigenous brothers and sisters have
taught me and shown me that it’s possible,
with God’s grace. That’s why I’m confident
that these efforts at healing and reconcilia-
tion, albeit a long journey, will bear much fruit.”

Contributions to Indigenous Reconciliation
Fund can be made via special envelopes in all
parishes of the Diocese of Saint John at
masses on February 26-27, 2022, or at any
time throughout the year by cheque or e-
transfer via https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
donations. Further information and resources
can be found at https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
indigenous-relations.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Reconciliation fund
(continued from page 3)

Once again I express my confidence that
given this additional information, parishes will
find themselves in a good position to ensure a
successful start to this important campaign,
which responds to the strong desire of our
diocesan faithful to contribute financially to-
wards journeying with our Indigenous broth-
ers and sisters in the ongoing work of healing
and reconciliation in every region of the coun-
try.
Special Collection Envelopes have been sent
to parishes to be used at Masses for the week-
end of February 26-27. You may also con-
tribute to this fundraising appeal at anytime
on our website via cheque or email money
transfer (https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/dona-
tions).

Entrusting ourselves to the intercession of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, we ask God, our
Creator, to bless all efforts towards healing,
forgiveness, reconciliation, and a renewed
fellowship.

United in prayer and solidarity,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

Le Fonds de réconciliation
(continué de page 3)

questions et réponses préparé par la CECC
ci-joint. Des informations supplémentaires sur
la campagne précédente de la COCSEPI sont
disponibles au https://www.cccb.ca/fr/
peuples-autochtones/pensionnats-indiens-et-
cvr/les-eveques-du-canada-font-le-point-sur-
la-convention-de-reglement-relative-aux-
pensionnat-indiens/.

Une fois de plus, j’exprime ma confiance
qu’avec ces informations supplémentaires, les
paroisses seront en bonne mesure d’assurer
un départ réussi de cette campagne
importante, qui répond au fort désir de nos
fidèles diocésains de contribuer
financièrement et de cheminer ensemble avec
nos peuples autochtones vers la guérison et
la réconciliation dans chaque région de notre
pays.

Des enveloppes spéciales ont été distribuées
aux paroisses pour être utilisées lors des messes
du 26-27 février. Vous pouvez également
contribuer à cet appel de collecte de fonds
sur notre site Web, par chèque ou par vire-
ment électronique (https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations).

Nous nous confions à l’intercession de
Notre-Dame de Guadalupe, et nous
demandons à Dieu, notre Créateur, de bénir
tous nos efforts vers la guérison, le pardon,
la réconciliation, et une relation renouvelée.

Union de prière et de solidarité,

 Christian Riesbeck, cc
Évêque de Saint John
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Share Lent puts 'People and Planet First'
BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As Canada begins to step out from under the shadow of COVID,
Canada’s Catholic development agency is greeting the new day
and Canadian politicians with its most ambitious, spiritual and po-
litical Share Lent campaign in years.

The People and Planet First campaign builds on Development
and Peace-Caritas Canada’s five-year commitment to Laudato Si’.
The organization wants to translate Pope Francis’ 2015 religious,
ethical and political demand that all people of good will act to de-
fend both the environment and poor people against climate change,
ecological destruction and marginalization into action.

“Members are really excited because it’s a long-term campaign
that we’ve been working on, that we’re able to keep building from
it and go further,” said Development and Peace director of com-
munications and campaigns Genevieve Gallant.

Development and Peace’s diocesan and parish councils have
begun to meet with their MPs to get them onboard for the People
and Planet First petition. The petition asks Parliament to pass a
law that would ensure Canadian companies are held to interna-
tional human rights standards and Canada’s climate change goals.

Development and Peace animator Lore Bolliet and Archdiocese
of Montreal council member Violaine Paradis met November 2
with Hochelaga Liberal MP Soraya Martinez Ferrada, prompting
Ms. Ferrada to present the Development and Peace petition in the
House of Commons February 2. Conservative MP Michael Kram
from Regina-Wascana met with Development and Peace mem-
bers February 2 to hear them out. Another Conservative MP, War-
ren Steinley of Regina-Walsh Acres met with Development and
Peace members that same day. Before Christmas, Conservative
MP Marilyn Gladu of Sarnia-Lambton ended a meeting with De-
velopment and Peace members by recording a Facebook video
that endorsed the campaign.

Meetings with legislators will continue, said Ms. Gallant.

“Advocacy and meeting with our MPs, and talking about these
issues, is really the high point for so many of our committed mem-
bers.”

Direct engagement with politicians brings Development and
Peace back to its founding spirit, said Development and Peace
national council vice president Christopher Duncanson-Hales.

“Charity is always important, but as Christians we’re called to change
the world,” Mr. Duncanson-Hales told The Catholic Register.

This year’s Share Lent campaign comes at the end of a long
period of uncertainty, re-organization and downsizing, but turns
the page with the organization’s new executive director Carl Hetu,
said Mr. Duncanson-Hales.

“We’ve been in the upper room for a while and we’re looking to
burst out,” he said.

Ms. Gallant lays much of the credit at the feet of a new genera-
tion of Development and Peace activists.

“The last couple of years, we’ve been visiting Good Friday a
lot,” she said. “It feels as though now, with some new energy,
we’ve got a team of really young animators across the country
who are doing amazing work. We’ve got new leadership from
someone (Mr. Hetu) who knows us well and I think is one who
can bring us back to our roots.”

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops president Bishop Raymond
Poisson has written to encourage all Canadian Catholics to support
the Development and Peace campaign. Poisson asks parishioners across
the country “to place people and the planet at the heart of our priori-
ties, ‘For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power’ ” (1
Cor. 4:20).§

This Lent, let’s put people and planet first
  This year, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s People
and Planet First campaign calls you to support our sisters and
brothers in the Global South in defending their rights and the planet.
Do this by:
  1. Donating online at devp.org/give or during the Solidarity Sun-
day collection on April 3, the fifth Sunday of Lent. Your generosity
helps support over 85 projects in 27 countries around the world!
  2. Learning more by reading the Mini-magazine and other re-
sources available at devp.org/lent/resources.
  3. Signing the petition for strong laws to control Canadian cor-
porations’ behaviour abroad at devp.org/act.§
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Women speakers emphasize need for 'reciprocity' in church's ministry
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Promoting better collaboration between women
and men in the Catholic Church is not primarily about equality but
about allowing the church to fulfill the mission given to it by God,
said women speakers at a Vatican conference on priesthood.

"The church needs women and must call them to serve" for the
good of all people, said Michelina Tenace, a professor of dogmatic
theology at Rome's Pontifical Gregorian University and consultant
for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

"If the church does not make this call, a ministry risks being seen
as a right. But serving is not a right, it is a duty," she said Feb. 18 in a
panel on "Women and ministry -- the state of investigation."

Ms. Tenace was joined on the panel by Salesian Sister Alessandra
Smerilli, an economist, interim secretary of the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development and an adviser to the governing
office of Vatican City State; and Martha Olavarrieta de Gómez Serrano,
who had been appointed along with her now late-husband Enrique to
the Pontifical Council for the Laity by St. John Paul II in 2004.

The February 17-19 international conference was organized by Ca-
nadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for Bish-
ops, to look at the theology of the priesthood and its relationship to
consecrated life which, together with lay vocations, are the three
ways in which the faithful of Christ realize the call to holiness in-
scribed in baptism.

In her talk, Tenace spoke about the work of the commission she
was appointed to by Pope Francis in 2016 to study the women re-
ferred to as deaconesses in the New Testament and the role of women
deacons in the early church. A second commission with different
members was set up in 2020 after the first commission said more
study was needed and it was unable to reach a full consensus on
whether there was an ordination with the same form and same aim as
the ordination of men.

The disappearance of women deacons in the Latin-rite church did
not mean women disappeared from the church or no longer had a
place, she said. Their holiness continued to be recognized and their
service was absolutely utilized.

All the baptized are called to serve humanity, she said, so the ques-
tion is not about restoring what existed in the past, but "what ministry
do the people of God need today?"

"And why is it so urgent to establish ministries for women?" she
asked.

"Please," she said, "let it be not to recognize the dignity of women,
but to recognize the true identity of the church."

It is through this duty to serve, like Jesus, that the church must
constantly be asking itself, even looking at its structures and hierar-
chies: "How can we better serve humanity seeking salvation and in
the way most in compliance with the mandate of the Lord," she said.

Sister Smerilli told the conference ministry should be examined not
from a perspective of "claiming" rights or powers, but from the "logic
of communion" as part of the covenant between God and human
beings.

The Book of Genesis describes the covenant as beginning with
God entrusting the care of the garden of creation to both a man and a
woman -- a responsibility that remains today.

"How would our relationships and the carrying out of our duties
and roles change, even within the church, if we were to take seri-

ously this assertion," that God has entrusted the earth to the covenant
of both men and women, she asked.

"And why do we rarely succeed in doing this?" she said.
While the number of women at decision-making levels in the church

is still "too low," she said, the issue is not simply about "making room
for women" or seeing the problem as a "competition for power."

The essential point is "that it is not simply and only women who
suffer from this situation, but the church and its mission," too, when
women's gifts and call to service are underutilized, Sister Smerilli
said.

Just as God's image shines brightly in the duality of male and fe-
male, "only together as baptized men and women will we be a reflec-
tion of him," she said. It is a vocation for men and women to be
together in reciprocity and dialogue, in communion and fruitfulness
in every area of human experience.

"Women are a rightful part of this advancement toward the truth,"
inspired by the Holy Spirit, she said. Even during those times in his-
tory that were marked by a strong patriarchal culture, women in the
church and "female charisms" achieved "extraordinary things."

The church is called to seek "alliances" between men and women,
as they both move forward on this common earthly journey, despite
any resistance to change, she said.

Constructive, unifying and mission-oriented collaboration among
men and women, both religious and lay, and of multiple generations,
already happens in many places, parishes or associations, Sister Smerilli
said.

But it will require continuing to observe and listen more to the Holy
Spirit who "will suggest new paths and choices that are courageous
and not divisive" because they will arise from thoughtful reflection
and lived communion, she said.

Olavarrieta, who is a mother of nine children, was active in family
ministry in Mexico City and helped organize the World Meeting of
Families there in 2009, spoke of the ways families cultivate the faith
among its members and reach out to evangelize and serve the larger
community.

It is a vocation of saying "yes" to the gifts and graces of life and
marriage and journeying together with priests.

"Women have always walked alongside Jesus, reaching out to him
as mothers, sisters, daughters, and this is how he addressed them,"
she said through a translator. And priests today continue to need the
many kinds of women like Jesus encountered and relied on for carry-
ing out his mission.§
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Vatican statistics show global imbalance in ratio of Catholics per priest
B CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The number of Catholics and of Catholic men
and women who devote their lives to serving them continues to grow
in Africa and Asia, Vatican statistics show, but pastoral ministry is still
much more readily available to Catholics in Europe.

At the end of 2020, the number of Catholics in the world reached
1.36 billion, an increase of 16 million over the previous year, accord-
ing to the Vatican's Central Office of Church Statistics, which pub-
lished a brief overview of the global numbers in early February.

While Catholics remained about 17.7% of the global population,
their numbers grew in Africa by about 2.1% and in Asia by 1.8%
while in Europe the increase was just 0.3%, said the summary, which
was based on numbers reported December 31, 2020.

And while just over 20% of the world's Catholics live in Europe,
40% of the world's priests minister there. The Americas have 48% of
the world's Catholics, but only 29.3% of the world's priests. The
Vatican reported that 18.9% of the world's Catholics live in Africa and
are served by 12.3% of the world's priests; 11% of Catholics live in
Asia served by 17.3% of the world's priests; and just under 1% of the
global Catholic population lives in Oceania where 1.1% of the world's

priests live.
The Catholic Church also had 5,363 bishops at the end of 2020

with 13.4% of them ministering in Africa.
The total number of diocesan and religious-order priests decreased

globally to 410,219, the Vatican office said. But the decrease was due
to falling numbers in Europe, North America and Oceania. The number
of priests increased in Africa and Asia.

The statistical office noted an "obvious imbalance" in the ratio of
Catholics per priest in different regions. Globally there is one priest
for every 3,314 Catholics in the world. But the ratio is one priest for
1,746 Catholics in Europe, 2,086 Catholics per priest in the Americas
and 5,089 Catholics per priest in Africa.

The number of religious brothers rose in 2020 to 50,569, the office
said, with the numbers going up in Africa, Asia and Europe. And
while the number of women religious in Africa and Asia increased,
the total was not enough to offset the declines in Europe, the Ameri-
cas and Oceania. The total number of professed women, it said, was
619,546 at the end of 2020.

The number of permanent deacons — 48,635 — was a slight increase
over the previous year, with the majority of them serving in the Americas.

The number of seminarians decreased globally to just under 112,000
with every region except Africa showing a downturn.§

Love, protect the church despite its faults, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The same love that gave St. Joseph the strength
to protect Jesus and Mary must inspire Christians to love the church,
especially when calling out its sins and flaws, Pope Francis said.

Love "makes us capable of speaking the truth fully in a nonpartisan
way; of saying what is wrong but also of recognizing all the goodness
and holiness that are present," the pope said February 16 during his
weekly general audience.

"Nowadays it is common, it is an everyday occurrence, to criticize
the church, to point out its inconsistencies -- and there are many -- to
point out its sins, which in reality are our inconsistencies, our sins,
because the church has always been a people of sinners who encoun-
ter God's mercy," the pope said. "Let us ask ourselves if, in our hearts,
we love the church."

Reflecting on St. Joseph as the patron of the universal church, the
pope said he was concluding his series of audience talks about the
foster father of Jesus.

The Gospel stories involving St. Joseph note that he takes Jesus
and Mary with him and obeys God's commands, thus highlighting his
role as their protector, the pope said.

Departing from his prepared remarks, he added that "a very beauti-
ful aspect of the Christian vocation" is protecting life and "protecting
human development."

"The Christian is — we may say — like St. Joseph: he or she must
protect," he said. "To be a Christian is not only about receiving the
faith, confessing the faith, but protecting life, one's own life, the life
of others, the life of the church."

Christians, he continued, "must always ask ourselves whether we
are protecting with all our strength Jesus and Mary, who are mysteri-
ously entrusted to our responsibility, our care, our custody."

St. Joseph, "in continuing to protect the church, continues to pro-
tect the child and his mother, and we too, in loving the church, con-

tinue to love the child and his mother," he said.
Loving the church, he added, means protecting and walking with

all its members.
"The church is not that small group that is close to the priest and

bosses everyone around; no. We all are the church, all of us," he said.
"This is a good question: when I have a problem with someone, do I
try to protect them or do I immediately condemn them, speak ill of
them, destroy them? We must protect, always protect!"

Pope Francis encouraged Christians to seek St. Joseph's interces-
sion, especially in "the most difficult times in your life and the life of
your communities."

"Where our mistakes become a scandal, let us ask St. Joseph to
give us the courage to speak the truth, ask for forgiveness and hum-
bly begin again. Where persecution prevents the Gospel from being
proclaimed, let us ask St. Joseph for the strength and patience to
endure abuse and suffering for the sake of the Gospel," the pope said.

St. Joseph's intercession, he added, is also a source of comfort for
the poor and the suffering and an encouragement for those "who
serve the least, the defenseless, the orphans, the sick, the rejected of
society."

"How many saints have turned to him! How many people in the
history of the church have found in him a patron, a guardian, a fa-
ther!" the pope said.§

Pope Francis (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Scriptures are to be heard, not read
— Robert Ellis Whyte

Creator drawing all to Easter’s Spring!
Psalm 104

I will bless you, Mon Dieu!
You fill the world with awe.
( repeat that line in French)
You dress yourself in light,
in rich majestic light.
Alleluia!

You stretched the sky like a tent,
Built your house beyond the rain.
You ride upon the clouds,
the wind becomes your wings,
the storm becomes your herald,
your servants, bolts of light.
Alleluia!

You made the earth solid,
fixed it for good.
You  made the sea a cloak,
covering hills and all.
Alleluia!

You drench the hills
with rain from high heaven.
You nourish the earth
with what you create.
Alleluia!

You make the grass grow for cattle,
make plants grow for people,
food to eat from the earth
and wine to warm the heart.
oil to glisten on faces
and bread for bodily strength.
 Alleluia!

(Mon Dieu), how fertile your genius!
You shape each thing,
You fill the world with what you do.
I will sing to God as long as I live.
Let my song give joy to God
who is a joy to me!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

c. Psalter: ICEL 1994 audite119@bellaliant.net

Vatican announces contest
to design Holy Year 2025 logo
By Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican is looking for designs for the offi-
cial logo for the Holy Year 2025 that will highlight its theme, èPilgrims
of Hope.è

The design should be "simple and intuitive," it said, and work in a
variety of sizes when printed on "paper, plastic, fabrics, hangings/
posters, decals, stickers, film and large and small gadgets."

The Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization, the Vati-
can office Pope Francis has tapped to coordinate the jubilee planning,
announced February 22 that it was opening an international competi-
tion for the logo design; entries can be submitted by an amateur or
professional artist working individually or as part of a group.

Participants with a unique piece of art to offer can begin uploading
their designs April 1 at www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/logo.html; the dead-
line for entries is May 20.

A committee formed by the council will choose the winner whose
work will become the "distinctive symbol for all the activities of the
jubilee." Satisfaction at being chosen is the only reward the Vatican is
offering.

The logo, the council said, should be "an expression both of the
universality of the church's message and of the particular spiritual
needs of our contemporaries, who find comfort in this message, in-
spired by the theme of hope."

Held every 25 years since 1470, a holy year or jubilee is a time of
pilgrimage, prayer, repentance and acts of mercy, based on the Old
Testament tradition of a jubilee year of rest, forgiveness and renewal.

The rules and other information can be found at: http://
www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/logo.html.§

Authors: Find moments of silence
this Lent, connect three pillars of season

WASHINGTON — How can Catholics and Christians approach
Lent this year in a fresh way? In interviews with Catholic News
Service, two authors provided their insights on how to make Lent
meaningful in 2022 — especially since this is the third Lent the church
will observe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Think of Lent as a season of rest, said Paul Jarzembowski, author
of the 2022 book Hope from the Ashes: Insights and Resources for
Welcoming Lenten Visitors.

Many people come back and connect to the church during Lent
because "there's something that's weighing heavy on their hearts,"
Mr. Jarzembowski said. "Lent is a time where the church invites
people to lay a lot of those issues at the feet of the Lord and to go
through Lent alongside Jesus who is also, we see in Lent, walking
that journey too," added Mr. Jarzembowski, associate director for the
laity in the Secretariat of Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth at the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Tsh Oxenreider, writer, podcaster and author of the 2022 devo-
tional Bitter & Sweet: A Journey Into Easter, said that this third Lent
of the pandemic is unique in that many are saying they are ready to re-
embrace Lent again.

"It was almost like the first Lent snuck up on us" at the beginning
of the pandemic and "we were just in survival mode," Ms. Oxenreider
said. "Then the second Lent came around and it was like, what we
just had Lent. We've been in Lent this whole time; it feels like it."§


